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Course Alignment Map for HIS 121 American
History to 1865

Course Outcome 1:

Examine the social, economic, cultural, or political development of early American peoples, from the
experiences of the Indigenous Peoples to the conclusion of the Civil War.

Module Outcome 1.1 Describe the central themes of our textbook.
Assessment Module 1 Reading Questions
Instructional Materials Reading: “Preface” to Give Me Liberty

Video Lecture: “An Overview of Our Readings”

Learning Activities

Tools Canvas assignment tool
Microsoft Word
Video repository tool
Module Outcome 2.1 Identify the "First Encounters" between Indigenous peoples
(Native Americans) and Europeans in early Colonial America.
Assessment Module 2 Reading Questions
Instructional Materials Reading: Chapters 1 and 2, Give Me Liberty
Video Lecture: “Overview of Chapters 1 and 2 in Give Me Liberty
Learning Activities Module 2 Discussion: “First Encounters”
Tools Canvas assignment tool
eBook tool
Video repository tool

Canvas discussion tool
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Module Outcome

Assessment

Module 3 Reading Questions
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Instructional Materials

Reading: Chapters 3 and 4, Give Me Liberty
Video Lecture: “Overview of Chapters 3 and 4 in Give Me Liberty

Learning Activities

Module 3 Discussion: Interpreting Historical Data
Module 3 Activity: Voyages Website

Tools

Canvas assignment tool
eBook tool

Video repository tool
Canvas discussion tool

Module Outcome

4.1 Identify the groups of people who migrated to California during
the California Gold Rush.

Assessment

Module 4 Reading Questions

Instructional Materials

Readings: Thomas J. Osborne, Pacific Eldorado: A History of Greater
California; Susan Lee Johnson, Roaring Camp: The Social World of
the California Gold Rush; Iris Chang, The Chinese in America—A
Narrative History; HW. Brands, The Age of Gold: The California
Gold Rush and the New American Dream.

Video Lecture: Project Overview

Learning Activities

Module 4 Discussion: The Navarro Diary
Module 4 Activity: Using Gold Rush Sources

Tools

1853 map of San Francisco with photographs
Canvas assignment tool

Adobe Reader

Video repository tool

Canvas discussion tool

Module Outcome

5.1 Organize information into an answer that describes the
development of Colonial America.

Assessment

Exam 1

Instructional Materials

Instructions, “How to Write a Thesis Statement”

Learning Activities

Tools

Canvas assignment tool
Adobe Reader
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Module Outcome

6.1 Identify the ways in which the Revolution changed American society.

Assessment

Module 6 Reading Questions

Instructional Materials

Reading: Chapters 5 and 6, Give Me Liberty; Danielle Allen, “A
Forgotten Black Founding Father,” The Atlantic, March 2021
Video Lecture: “Overview of Chapters 5 and 6 in Give Me
Liberty

Learning Activities

Module 6 Discussion: A New Definition of Freedom
Module 6 Activity: “Who Was Prince Hall?”

Tools

Canvas assignment tool
eBook tool

Microsoft Word

Video repository tool
Canvas discussion tool

Module Outcome

7.1 Discuss the ways in which a new American identity formed in the
first decades of the Early Republic.

Assessment

Module 7 Reading Questions

Instructional Materials

Reading: Chapters 7 and 8, Give Me Liberty
Video Lecture: “Overview of Chapters 7 and 8 in Give Me Liberty”

Learning Activities

Module 7 Discussion: Political Divisions in the Early National Period
and Today

Tools

Canvas assignment tool
eBook tool

Video repository tool
Canvas discussion tool

Module Outcome

8.1 Identify new demands for freedom in the Early Republic.

Assessment

Module 8 Reading Questions

Instructional Materials

Reading: Chapters 9 and 10, Give Me Liberty
Lecture: “Overview of Chapters 9 and 10 in Give Me Liberty”





